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them, it was by their defence of the people against the op-
pression of the nobles, by their freedom from arrogance,
their clemency in victory over crafty and ungenerous foes,
and a generosity which knew no bounds in spending their
private wealth for the benefit of their fellow-countrymen; it
was by these qualities that the Medici rose to power in
Florence. And we have this corroborated by Voltaire, who
says of th: Medici that "no family ever obtained power by
so just a title": a statement which one such as Voltaire would
certainly never have made had they obtained it either by
force or by craft.

With regard to the second of the two chaiges, it is truly
a most significant fact when we find that amidst all the
virulent abuse which has been poured forth by so many pens
during three centuries upon these five generations of ihe
Medici no accusation of murder has ever been made against
either Giovanni di Bicci, Piero il Gottoso, Lorenzo the Mag-
nificent, or Pietro the Unfortunate. So that if we except the
single case of the accusation -1 made by Cavalcanti against
Cosimo Pater Patriae of complicity m the death of Baldaccio
d'Anghiari, which is rejected by all reliable historians, the
whole five generations of the Medici whoss lives are covered
by these hundred years are free from any charge of murder
Yet this is during a period (1400-1503) specially notable fot
such crimes, and when the records of almost all other states -5
show a long catalogue of thoroughly authenticated murdera
committed by their rulers.20

It is said to be the just penalty of greatness to endure
severer criticism than is applied to others. And certainly
the Medici may be held to exemplify the fact. The history
of that time is full of cases of families2r who were seizing
upon thrones, and wading through blood to gain them, with
out any higher object than that of enriching themselves
Yet the Medici, who took a more patriotic course, while they
certainly evinced (however its degree may be disputed) a